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LEARNING TO THINK CRITICALLY

        The Apostle Paul traveled to many towns teaching about Jesus’ death and resurrection and
the free gift of forgiveness and salvation. Some towns were open and inquisitive to what he
had to say while others were very antagonistic. Several towns ran him out and other places he
could have been killed. 

        It's interesting how people respond to ideas: whether they be true or not. Some people
accept what is said or taught simply based on the one speaking. If he is trusted then nothing is
questioned. Others accept what is taught because they accept the speaker's worldview: they
are on the same page. Perhaps some accept what is taught simply because it sounds good or
logical and they don't want to check it out.

However,  what  happens  when  inaccuracies  are
challenged with truth? Sometimes people will  respond
by pushing back, plugging their ears or even shouting at
them so they can’t be heard and they backdown, remain
quiet and or leave. That’s called cancel culture; taking
away one’s public platform, silencing a speaker because
they don’t like what they have to say. This happened to
Paul in Thessalonica. Acts 17:4-5 Some of the Jews were

persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and quite a
few prominent women. But other Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters
from  the  marketplace,  formed  a  mob  and  started  a  riot  in  the  city. They  rushed  to
Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd. The Jews
didn’t want to hear the truth, they weren’t open to what he had to say so they silenced him. 

        However, in the town of Berea the people listened: both Jew and Gentile. They didn't
resist his teaching nor did they accept everything upon hearing it. They were concerned about
learning and teaching truth and not someone's agenda or opinion- even from a teacher like
the Apostle Paul. So, what did the people do after listening to him? Acts 17:11 Now the Berean
Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message
with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures everyday to see if what Paul said was true.
The Bereans were fact checkers. They went right to the source of authority: the bible (OT for
them) and searched until their questions were answered. I would say these Christians studied
and knew the bible to some extent in order to verify what was taught.



             Shouldn’t we do that today? If you have a question that comes up in a sermon, 
Sunday school, communique etc., don’t hesitate to ask. But more importantly we need to 
be telling and teaching our children to think critically. Not negatively, rather by way of fact 
checking, researching and verifying what is taught. Because ideas lead to behavior and 
behavior has consequences. This applies not just to the Bible, but what they learn in 
school, movies, all social media, books, TV, and more. Gone are the days when almost 
everyone could be trusted. Also, it’s not just what is taught or said, but just as important, 
what is not said. For example, the today’s teaching of American history not only inserts 
misinformation such as systemic racism, but leaves out our Christian heritage or it is 
vivified. Our children must know the truth about history and about God, to develop a 
Biblical worldview and not a humanistic, materialistic, and atheistic worldview taught at 
every turn. The Biblical worldview begins with God, the opposite of humanism. To think 
critically begins with a Biblical worldview which begins with reading and studying God’s 
inerrant word, prayer and worship. In my estimation, not to teach a Biblical worldview is a 
form of child abuse because any other worldview will lead one away from God and away 
from reality: beginning with the realities that God exists, we are made in His image and we 
are accountable to Him. Hebrews 9:27-28  Just as people are destined to die once, and 
after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; 
and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 
waiting for him. 

Socialism’s foundation is atheism (a war against religion), the foundation of Christianity is 
“In the beginning God. . .”  In our time it can’t be overestimated how important it is to 
teach the Word of God to our youth.
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Dear Friends 

Summertime is a little slower for the church council.  Many of our outreach 

projects take place during the school year, Sunday school is in session then 

and the kids are a buzz.  It has been very exciting for me to get to meet all the 

new people who will be joining our church along with the visitors we have had 

this past summer.  Hopefully you have taken this opportunity to meet someone 

new or even make a new friend. 

We are still working on some clean up projects at the church – both physical 

and non-physical.  Our lightbulb situation continues to challenge us – I am sure 

you are thinking how hard can it be to change a light bulb?  I have learned it 

there is much more to it than one could even imagine.  But I believe in our 

team and it will get done!  We have also noticed some mildew growing on 

the exterior of the church building which is being cleaned up.  Jeff Edelen has 

agreed to assist us in sprucing up the church yard and we greatly appreciate 

his expertise in this area!  And we are working at cleaning up some of the 

verbiage in our bylaws.  Once we are satisfied with our final draft – there will 

be a congregational meeting to approve those. 

Bobbi Elbert is already planning for our participation on Operation Christmas 

Child.  Bobbi has spearheaded this project for our church and would love input 

and volunteers on ways we can grow, involve the youth, and reach out to 

more people.  I have a map below that shows all the places our boxes have 

reached in the world!  It is quite remarkable how much of an impact a small 

toy or book, a new outfit and a few school supplies can mean to a person so 

far away.  I listed to an interview from an adult who as a child had received a 

shoebox and was asked what meant the most to her.  Her reply, “Having my 

very own toothbrush”. These are the things we take for granted each and 

every day.  The bulletin board at the church has lots of great info as does the 

OCC website.   

Blessings to you all 

Cathy Caldwell 

Council Chairperson 

 

 











AMERICA’S FRONTLINE DOCTORS
(https://americasfrontlinedoctors.org/)

(This is an excellent site with a huge amount of information and videos to keep the public informed 
about COVID, vaccinations, alternative medicine such as Ivermectin and hydroxychloroquine and 
much more. Read the following, Who We Are and visit their site, it’s worth it.)

WHO WE ARE
Honest Healthcare Solutions — From the Ground Up

The doctor-patient relationship is being threatened. That means quality patient care is under fire like never 
before. Powerful interests are undermining the effective practice of medicine with politicized science and 
biased information. Now more than ever, patients need access to independent, evidence-based 
information to make the best decisions for their healthcare. Doctors must have the independence to care 
for their patients without interference from government, media and the medical establishment.

America’s Frontline Doctors (AFLDS) stands up for every American looking for the best quality healthcare by
empowering doctors working on the front lines of our nation’s most pressing healthcare challenges. We 
help to amplify the voices of concerned physicians and patients nationwide to combat those who push 
political and economic agendas at the expense of science and quality healthcare solutions.

AFLDS is a non-partisan, not-for-profit organization.

Our growing community of member physicians come from across the country representing a range of 
medical disciplines and practical experience on the front lines of medicine. Our programs focus on a 
number of critical issues including:

·         Providing Americans with science-based facts about COVID-19
·         Protecting physician independence from government overreach
·         Combating the pandemic using evidence-based approaches without compromising 
Constitutional freedoms
·         Fighting medical cancel culture and media censorship
·         Advancing healthcare policies that protect the physician-patient relationship
·         Expanding COVID-19 treatment options for all Americans who need them
·         Strengthening the voices of front-line doctors in the national healthcare conversation

https://americasfrontlinedoctors.org/


WHAT WE BELIEVE

·         AFLDS believes that the American people have the right to accurate information 
using trusted data derived from decades of practical experience, not politicized science and
Big Tech-filtered public health information.
·         We support devolving critical public health decision-making away from Washington 
and closer to local communities and the physicians that serve them. We are steadfastly 
committed to protecting the physician-patient relationship.
·         We support incorporating front-line and actively practicing physicians into the 
nation’s healthcare policy conversation.
·         We believe that organizations like the AMA and other sources of medical information
have lost their independence and should be treated with greater skepticism.
·         We believe that safe and effective, over-the-counter COVID preventative and early 
treatment options should be made available to all Americans who need them. We reject 
mandatory government lockdowns and restrictions not supported by scientific evidence. 
We support focused care for the nation’s at-risk population, including seniors and the 
immune-compromised.

Most of all, America’s Frontline Doctors is committed to maintaining the physician-patient relationship in 
the face of government encroachment. We are not the media – please share what you learn here.

ABOUT THE FOUNDER

AFLDS founder Simone Gold, MD, JD, FABEM, “the doctor who went viral,” is a board-certified emergency physician 
and author of the best-selling book “I Do Not Consent: My Fight Against Medical Cancel Culture.” She graduated 
from Chicago Medical School before attending Stanford University Law School to earn her Juris Doctorate 
degree. Dr. Gold worked in Washington, D.C. for the Surgeon General, as well as for the Chairman of the 
U.S. Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee.



August Sermons/Scriptures

   August 1 , 2021 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Morning Worship Service and Holy Communion 

Sermon: Wonder Bread

OT Lesson: Exodus 16:2-15 

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 4:1-16

Gospel Lesson: John 6:22-35

   August 8, 2021 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Morning Worship Service

Sermon: Run in Fear

OT Lesson: 1 Kings 19:1-8

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 4:17-5:2

Gospel Lesson: John 6:35-51

   August 15, 2021 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Morning Worship Service 

Sermon: Watch Your Step

OT Lesson: Proverbs 9:1-10

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 5:6-21

Gospel Lesson: John 6:51-69

   August 22, 2021  
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Morning Worship Service

Sermon: God's Power on God's Terms

OT Lesson: Isaiah 29:11-19

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 5:22-33

Gospel Lesson: Mark 7:1-13

   August 29, 2021 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Morning Worship Service & Church Picnic

Sermon: Be Careful

OT Lesson: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 6:10-20

Gospel Lesson: Mark 7:14-23



August 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
       

Greeters: Don/Bobbi    Quilting- 10am   

Reader: Rick       

       

       

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
       

Greeters: Randy/Deb  Deacons- 5:45pm     

Reader: Angie  Council- 6:30pm     

     Bdays: Skyler Pedelty   

   Bday: Deb Stensrud Kazra Swanson   

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
       

Greeters: Greg/Sherry  Women of Life  Quilting- 10am   

Reader: Greg  Bible Study- 2pm     

       

 Bday: Rachel Snitzer      

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
       

Greeters: Steve/Jan       

Reader: T ony       

       

       

29 30 31
    

Church Picnic    

   

    

  Bday: Zade Swanson  


