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Early Sunday morning with the dew clinging to the green leaves and just a hint of the rising sun
on the Easter horizon three distraught an anxious women walked briskly to the seallyd

tomb of Mary’s son. Spices in hand intendif
they suddenly realized there was no need. The approximatelyttvaon st one t o t h{
entrance was removed and the body was nowhere to be found. Was thg $toten, were they
at the wrong site due to the prior events and dime lighting? Matthew 28:2b, 56 An angel . .
..rolled back the stonand satonit.¢ KS ' y3Sf &l AR (2 (K&Ikhd&vY Sy ]
that you are looking for Jesus, wivas crucifiedHe is not
here; he has risen, just as he s&dme and see the place
where he lay.

Were the women expecting or anticipating his bodily
resurrection? NoHowever, they stood before an empty
tomb and an angel sitting triumphantly on top ofetistone
no one man could move. We often hear the popular

prové&rebi:ng 1is believing.”’ es
20:29Then Jesus told him,. SOl dza S @2 dz Kl y
have believedhlessed are those who have not seen and

KIS 0SSt OGRAKER haNB @Y . St 3 d

We also hear people comment that faith is blind, i.e., fait
is not built upon facts, events, or reality. Not so! Our faith
as Christians is based on scripture, the very word from
himself. It records many eyewitness accounts of the
crucifixion. For thealisciple Thomas, seeing was believing.
What did he see and touch, a ghost? Nohn 20:26, 27
29b A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them andisai§ b 8 S ¢ A (i hen&e dzH €
saidto Thomasit dzi @2 dzNJ FAYISNI KSNBET aSS Yeé KIFyRad
AARS® {(2L) R2 divenlegudtold hiR. 5§ Ok dz5 @S&2 dz KI S & S S
believedplessed are those who have not seen aidly K I @S QuiSdittisSndtRathé

Our faith trust and surrender are in a perspime resurrected Jesus Christ who has shown

himself to hundreds of people after his resurrection establishing a solid base of eyewitnesses.




Here in lies our assance that the Christian faith is based upon historical evidence and
eyewitness testimony. If Christ had not been raised from the dead then there would be no
Christian faith, no hope of eternal life, no assurance that we can pray to God through Jdsus an
be heard receiving his help and mercy.

Many liberals who object to his resurrection state that rational people operateinvitie
confines of their materialistic world rendieg miracles impossible. Logically speaking and
thinking, if God exists, he can vkaniracles and history continues to testify to this fact.

How many of you were eyewitnesses to the assassination of President iiNoole of us yet

we have a great deal @krtainty that it was an historical event, because of the eyewitness
account s. l sn’t eyewitness testimony about
Regarding the resurrection we do not have just one eyewitness but hundreds, and none of
them are contradictory.

The quality of the eyewitness testimony regarding the resurrection is just as good if not better.

How many people do you know would die defending a knowtdfet er Jesus’' asc
di scipl es’ | i ves we rdeathiamd resuarectioe of Chrigdlirbut pudas a ¢ h

and John were killed for their f adfdactandeotad t

lie or myth.

The disciplewere dying forthe truth of the resurrection! Vuld you?
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How Then Should We PRAY?

“WHY???27?7? Why didn’t God answer my prayers

We know God can do all things, and nothisgmpossible for Him!! After all, we have a
plethora of evidence in the Bible!!
1 He created everything out of nothing: light, earth, plants, animals, humans.
1 He parted a sea to allow two million refugees to flee from their enemy, then used that
same sedo swallow up that enemy.
He made a bush to burn but not be consumed.
He caused a desert rock to gush forth lifesaving water.
He opened the wombs of barren women (Hannah, Leah, Elizabeth).
He turned ordinary water into vintage wine.
He caused a young vingio become pregnant.
He cured many infirmed people.
He raised people from the dead.
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Yes, God can do all things. Being omnipotent, He is more than capable to answer prayers.
But will He?

When the Answer is NO

There are several instances in Scriptureewh t he answer to a partic
Acts 12:15, James, the brother of John, was taken prisoner at the request of the violet, anti
Christian King Herod Agrippa, the son of King Herod, the very one who had all the baby boys
murdered aroundte t i me of J e s-geseratiob Christiams in Aotihiprayed i r s t
fervently for James’' rel ease. But he wasn’

Why didn’t God step in? Why did He allow |
have preventd i t; He had all the power at His di g

In another instance, possibly the most poignant of all, another man prayed an wept for release
from death. His own!

In the Garden of Gethsemane, a distressed Jesesl | f ace down and pl e djd

Father, 1 f i1t i1Is possible, may this cup be
wrath, which would soon be poured out on Jesus in the next 24 hours through a humiliating
and excruciating crucifixion.

Jesus knew what was coming. He knew what lay ahead for Him. He knew He would suffer
physical, mental, and spiritual anguish. It was not going to be pretty, and He (in His most
human moment) was dreading it. He did not want to go through with it.

Jesusl so knew it was possible for God to “re
Yet, with His next breath, Jesus whispered,

God told His own beloved Son, th&fap. Jesus@oultl w(
drink that cup. He would go through the ordeal. Why? Because God know the bigger picture.

God also knew His Son’s death would bring Hj

mankind (you and me) ring aboudrecontigason and etalinal éifé. h  w o

These are hard, hard realities to accept. And knowing this, our minds and hearts are often in
tension with praying for something or someone and our expectant answer (what we want to
happen).

The AnswerisAwaa D2RQ& 2 Aff XwS3IINRfSaao

Unfortunately, as finite humans, we cannot divine the will of God. We cannot know what God
will do in any situation. Yet, He graciously invites us to always make our requests known to
Him, regardless. We always have the oppnityiand privilege to ask, to petition and

supplicate, with humility and thanksgiving.
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Of course, we want our prayers answered our way. And sometimes that happens. Why?
Because it was God’s will to begi n,regardess. K

But when the answer is the complete opposite of what we asked, like Jesus in the garden, then
what ? Well, either way, the answer is God’

How Then Should We Pray?

First, and foremost, with humility. We must temper our prayers lksJdJu s, wi t h, “ N
but as You will, Father,” or “Thy will be (
humbly accept whatever answer He givegere though we want healing ourselves or for a
loved one etc. We must humbly acknowledge thatl&nows best and will answer
accordingly.
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Yellow = A prayer request.
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Construction has started on our

Community Center / Office
Opposition from our Neighbor

il t doesnot matter what i's written on
what | discussed with Ruth, o0 says Aunt

X X



https://wmpl.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=731539a58a3aadfe10e931e49&id=a7a3529b9d&e=e99009c42f

this wouldnét happen. Auntie Hadjabs v
themont hs . |l ncluded i n Aunti e Hadjads ve
though she is poor. This isnét cultur a

missionary oppressing a poor indigenous person. This is part and parcel of what
we agreed to go through when we asked to be involved in Sama community.
Ruth very appropriately pointed out,

we need to bathe this all-in prayer.
Soowhat 6s going on?

Webve been praying and asking for othe
a computer center and library in community.

We built a home for Ruthdés brother Man
in 2016. Auntie Hadja sold us the area. Everyone said she ripped us off. Recently
she collected more money from us at a higher price still, selling us the bridge we
repaired for her for free prior to that and the area between her house and ours.

We had no option. We areusedto Aunti e Hadjabs versio
community also can testify to her fishr
and contract what we were buying from Auntie Hadja and how we could use it.

Anyways. We knew it was coming. It is frustrating to have to go through this kind

of stuff every time. 1t just isndot eas
like this, one particularly hungry for gossip and interpersonal conflict. Our

neighbors on the way to our area and right next to it happen to be some of the

more difficult members of community. The news of my discussion with Auntie
Hadja reached Rut h éheurasale svaitedionn Gideon totgdt e h
out of his Kindergarten class.

How you can pray for our construction project:

We have to persist and we have to keep trying. Keep trying to bless the
community while looking for ways to share Jesus.

Can | ask for your prayers for this whole process?

The neighbor issues will be cleared up within a day or two and at the same time,
they will be here for years into the future.

It is a concern that the building itself needs to be built well. Experienced builders
of cement stilts for houses have had the pillar topple over because they made a
mistake in construction.




Pray for wisdom and skill for our workers.

Base of a cement stilt. Poured at low tide. Current bridge. Stilt below.

Ways that God has been answering prayers
and my vision for the center:

We believe God has been answering prayers.

The Tinoto community is an example of a place that has connectivity issues.
Wedbdbre going to put up a strong interne
access to before. This will allow me to do my office stuff in community. It will

allow me to homeschool the kids here again. It will be an attraction for members

of community as | plan to offer it to them, not for monetary payment, but instead

as compensation for their involvement in using and developing their own

|l anguage. l ncluded wi |l be | istening t
participating in scripture-based recording projects.




Pray that this dream would come true. Pray for our perseverance. Pray for a
gospel witness to radiate as well from our community center. Pray for good
vision.

Here is a bit of irony, Ruth is almost done with the book of Nehemiah (and Ezra
too) in which Nehemiah is called by God to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. He
faces quite a bit of opposition. His response is to be courageous and face it with
prayer. That is an example of how we can learn and be encouraged from all
scripture, both Old and New Testament.

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED PRAYERS!
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LETO0S MEET THE MOW,

Thank you to all the mowers that make our grounds look neat and orderly

Team 1: Jeff & Donna edelen
Team 2: don elbert & jack smith
Team 3: greg & sherry Flugum
Team 4: steve & Jan abele
Team 5: danny lenz & joel showalter
Team 6: matt keel & bill keel
Team 7: randy stensrud & randy hanna
Substitute: devon snitzer

Trimmers: bobby snitzer & matt
swanson




LIVING LAST
SUPPER

At S URneiays sApEll: 2,52 828
20050
Pilot Knob Lutheran Church
2391-83830Tth st =-Forest City, A

Gty dfsrwards for refresbiverts and felfuotbip




APRIL SERMONS & SCRIPTURES

APRIL2 NP 2023
Palm Sunday
Morning Worship & Holy Communion
SERMON: PASSOVER 1
OT Lesson: Exodus 12:24 -30
Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:17 -22
Gospel Lesson: Matthew 26:17  -30

APRIL7 ™ 2023
Good Friday
Good Friday Service
SERMON: PASSOVER 2
OT Lesson: Deuteronomy 16:1 -9
Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:23 -32
Gospel Lesson: Mark 14:12  -26

APRIL9 ™ 2023
Easter
Son-rise Morning Service
SERMON: PENTECOST
OT Lesson: Deuteronomy 19:1  -11
Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:1 -8
Gospel Lesson: Mark 16:1 -8

APRIL 16 ™ 2023
Second Sunday of Easter
Morning Worship
SERMON: KEEP SILENT
OT Lesson: Acts 5:27 -42
Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 1:3 -9
Gospel Lesson: John 20:19 -31

APRIL 23 RP 2023
Third Sunday of Easter
Morning Worship
SERMON: BESEPARATED
OT Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36  -41
Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 1:17  -25
Gospel Lesson: Luke 24: 13 -35

APRIL30 ™ 2023
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Morning Worship
SERMON: BE STRONG
OT Lesson: Joshua 1:1 -2,5-9, 16 -18
Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 2:19 -25
Gospel Lesson: John 10:1  -10
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RIL 2023

Greeters: Tony & Lydia
Reader: Shelly Jordan
Sound: Bobby/Devon

Custodians: Joe and Cathy Mohilis

Communion Asst: Sarah Keel

Acolyte: Sophia Reese

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
LLS Rehearsal 4.00 PM
> 3 4 5 6 / Good Friday 8
Communion Confirmagon 4:30PM
Gresters: Brandon & Amanda Good Friday
Reader: Angie Lawrence Communion Service
Sound: Bobby/Greg 6:30 PM
LLS Periormance 2:00 PM B-Day Barb Snitzer
¥ 10 11 12 13 14 15
, Easter Counc
Greelers: Bob & Lou Deacon's Mesing 5:45PM: Confrmaion4:30PM = Quiing
Reader: Mat Swanson Council Meeiing 6:30 PM
Sound: Donna/Don
B-Day Diane Swanson B-Day Jan Abele B-Day Kinsley Keel
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Greeters: Jeff & Donna
Reader: Don Elbert Wemen's Bible Sudy Confirmaton 4:30PM
Sound: Rachel/Steve 2:00 PM
Criefshare 2:00 PM B-Day Pat Hagen B-Day Faith Mohlis
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
| Greeters: Devon & Kesley .
Reader: Nick Smith Confrmaion4:30PM :  Quiing
Sound:Dave/Derek
B-Day Alex Mohlis B-Day Kambrie Keel
130 Volunteers:
Ushers: Bill and Sarah Keel

Griekhare 2:00 PM




