
Briefings 
P i l o t  K n o b  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

 

A p r i l  2 0 2 3  

 Early Sunday morning with the dew clinging to the green leaves and just a hint of the rising sun 

on the Easter horizon three distraught an anxious women walked briskly to the newly sealed 

tomb of Mary’s son. Spices in hand intending to finish what was begun before the Sabbath, 

they suddenly realized there was no need. The approximately two-ton stone to the graves’ 

entrance was removed and the body was nowhere to be found. Was the body stolen, were they 

at the wrong site due to the prior events and dime lighting? No! Matthew 28:2b, 5-6 An angel . . 

.. rolled back the stone and sat on it.  ¢ƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣ for I know 

that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not 

here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 

where he lay. 

Were the women expecting or anticipating his bodily 

resurrection? No! However, they stood before an empty 

tomb and an angel sitting triumphantly on top of the stone 

no one man could move. We often hear the popular 

proverb: “Seeing is believing.” I prefer what Jesus said: John 

20:29 Then Jesus told him, ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ 

have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘΦέ hǊ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΥ ά.ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎΦέ  

We also hear people comment that faith is blind, i.e., faith 

is not built upon facts, events, or reality. Not so! Our faith 

as Christians is based on scripture, the very word from God 

himself. It records many eyewitness accounts of the 

crucifixion. For the disciple Thomas, seeing was believing. 

What did he see and touch, a ghost? No! John 20:26, 27-

29b A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 

doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, άtŜŀŎŜ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΗέ Then he 

said to Thomas, άtǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƘŜǊŜΤ ǎŜŜ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ wŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ 

ǎƛŘŜΦ {ǘƻǇ ŘƻǳōǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦέ Then Jesus told him, ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yŜǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘΦέ Our faith is not in faith. 

Our faith, trust and surrender are in a person; the resurrected Jesus Christ who has shown 

himself to hundreds of people after his resurrection establishing a solid base of eyewitnesses.  



Here in lies our assurance that the Christian faith is based upon historical evidence and 

eyewitness testimony. If Christ had not been raised from the dead then there would be no 

Christian faith, no hope of eternal life, no assurance that we can pray to God through Jesus and 

be heard receiving his help and mercy. 

Many liberals who object to his resurrection state that rational people operate within the 

confines of their materialistic world rendering miracles impossible. Logically speaking and 

thinking, if God exists, he can work miracles and history continues to testify to this fact.  

How many of you were eyewitnesses to the assassination of President Lincoln? None of us, yet 

we have a great deal of certainty that it was an historical event, because of the eyewitness 

accounts. Isn’t eyewitness testimony about Jesus’ resurrection just as trustworthy and certain? 

Regarding the resurrection we do not have just one eyewitness but hundreds, and none of 

them are contradictory. 

The quality of the eyewitness testimony regarding the resurrection is just as good if not better. 

How many people do you know would die defending a known lie? After Jesus’ ascension the 

disciples’ lives were in danger for preaching the death and resurrection of Christ. All but Judas 

and John were killed for their faith and teaching Christ’s historical resurrection as fact and not a 

lie or myth.  

The disciples were dying for the truth of the resurrection! Would you? 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé. 

 
 

How Then Should We PRAY? 
 

“WHY????? Why didn’t God answer my prayers? 
 

We know God can do all things, and nothing is impossible for Him!!  After all, we have a 
plethora of evidence in the Bible!! 

¶ He created everything out of nothing: light, earth, plants, animals, humans. 

¶ He parted a sea to allow two million refugees to flee from their enemy, then used that 
same sea to swallow up that enemy. 

¶ He made a bush to burn but not be consumed. 

¶ He caused a desert rock to gush forth lifesaving water. 

¶ He opened the wombs of barren women (Hannah, Leah, Elizabeth). 

¶ He turned ordinary water into vintage wine. 

¶ He caused a young virgin to become pregnant. 

¶ He cured many infirmed people. 

¶ He raised people from the dead. 



 
Yes, God can do all things.  Being omnipotent, He is more than capable to answer prayers. 
 
But will He? 
 
When the Answer is NO 
There are several instances in Scripture when the answer to a particular prayer was “No.”  In 
Acts 12:1-5, James, the brother of John, was taken prisoner at the request of the violet, anti-
Christian King Herod Agrippa, the son of King Herod, the very one who had all the baby boys 
murdered around the time of Jesus’ birth.  The first-generation Christians in Antioch prayed 
fervently for James’ release.  But he wasn’t.  Instead, he was beheaded. 
 
Why didn’t God step in?  Why did He allow James to die a horrific death?  God certainly could 
have prevented it; He had all the power at His disposal to thwart Agrippa’s evil.  But He didn’t. 
 
In another instance, possibly the most poignant of all, another man prayed an wept for release 
from death.  His own! 
 
In the Garden of Gethsemane, a distressed Jesus fell face down and pleaded with God, “My 
Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me” (Matt. 26:39).  The “cup” was God’s 
wrath, which would soon be poured out on Jesus in the next 24 hours through a humiliating 
and excruciating crucifixion. 
 
Jesus knew what was coming.  He knew what lay ahead for Him.  He knew He would suffer 
physical, mental, and spiritual anguish.  It was not going to be pretty, and He (in His most 
human moment) was dreading it.  He did not want to go through with it. 
 
Jesus also knew it was possible for God to “remove” that cup, to prevent it from happening.  
Yet, with His next breath, Jesus whispered, “Yet not as I will, but as You will” (Matt. 26:39b). 
 
God told His own beloved Son, “No.”  God would not and did not remove that cup.  Jesus would 
drink that cup.  He would go through the ordeal.  Why?  Because God know the bigger picture.  
God also knew His Son’s death would bring Him, God, the most glory and do the most good for 
mankind (you and me): that Jesus’ death would bring about reconciliation and eternal life. 
 
These are hard, hard realities to accept.  And knowing this, our minds and hearts are often in 
tension with praying for something or someone and our expectant answer (what we want to 
happen). 
 
The Answer is Alwaȅǎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƛƭƭΧwŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎΦ 
Unfortunately, as finite humans, we cannot divine the will of God.  We cannot know what God 
will do in any situation.  Yet, He graciously invites us to always make our requests known to 
Him, regardless.  We always have the opportunity and privilege to ask, to petition and 
supplicate, with humility and thanksgiving. 



 
Of course, we want our prayers answered our way.  And sometimes that happens.  Why?  
Because it was God’s will to begin with.  He was going to do that very thing anyway, regardless. 
 
But when the answer is the complete opposite of what we asked, like Jesus in the garden, then 
what?  Well, either way, the answer is God’s will. 
 
How Then Should We Pray? 
First, and foremost, with humility.  We must temper our prayers like Jesus, with, “Not as I will, 
but as You will, Father,” or “Thy will be done.”  Either way, we bow our will to God’s.  We 
humbly accept whatever answer He gives, even though we want healing ourselves or for a 
loved one etc.  We must humbly acknowledge that God knows best and will answer 
accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 
 
 

Yellow = A prayer request. 

Green = An answered prayer. 

 

Construction has started on our 
Community Center / Office  

Opposition from our Neighbor  

ñIt doesnôt matter what is written on the paper. I just signed that. What matters is 
what I discussed with Ruth,ò says Auntie Hadja. We made the contract so that 

https://wmpl.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=731539a58a3aadfe10e931e49&id=a7a3529b9d&e=e99009c42f


this wouldnôt happen. Auntie Hadjaôs version of our agreement has changed over 
the months. Included in Auntie Hadjaôs version is that she has rights, even 
though she is poor. This isnôt cultural misunderstanding. This isnôt a foreign 
missionary oppressing a poor indigenous person. This is part and parcel of what 
we agreed to go through when we asked to be involved in Sama community. 
Ruth very appropriately pointed out, 

we need to bathe this all-in prayer. 

So, whatôs going on? 

Weôve been praying and asking for otherôs prayer that we might be able to setup 
a computer center and library in community. 

We built a home for Ruthôs brother Mambo on the ocean part of community back 
in 2016. Auntie Hadja sold us the area. Everyone said she ripped us off. Recently 
she collected more money from us at a higher price still, selling us the bridge we 
repaired for her for free prior to that and the area between her house and ours. 
We had no option. We are used to Auntie Hadjaôs version changing. Many in the 
community also can testify to her ñshrewdness.ò It was clear in both conversation 
and contract what we were buying from Auntie Hadja and how we could use it. 
  
Anyways. We knew it was coming. It is frustrating to have to go through this kind 
of stuff every time. It just isnôt easy to get along with everyone in a community 
like this, one particularly hungry for gossip and interpersonal conflict. Our 
neighbors on the way to our area and right next to it happen to be some of the 
more difficult members of community. The news of my discussion with Auntie 
Hadja reached Ruthôs ears within the half-hour as she waited on Gideon to get 
out of his Kindergarten class. 

  

How you can pray for our construction project:  

We have to persist and we have to keep trying. Keep trying to bless the 
community while looking for ways to share Jesus. 

Can I ask for your prayers for this whole process? 

The neighbor issues will be cleared up within a day or two and at the same time, 
they will be here for years into the future. 

  
It is a concern that the building itself needs to be built well. Experienced builders 
of cement stilts for houses have had the pillar topple over because they made a 
mistake in construction. 



Pray for wisdom and skill for our workers. 

 

Base of a cement stilt. 
 

 

Poured at low tide. 
 

 

Current bridge. Stilt below. 
         

Ways that God has been answering prayers 
and my vision for the center:  

We believe God has been answering prayers. 

Now that we have a bridge and a spot of ocean to use along with Sama 
carpenters experienced in building cement stilts for ocean houses, we can make 
the community center that we have been praying for. It is helpful that the foreman 
is the son of an elected local official who lives quite near to the area of 
construction. We have the money to put up the building. 

As of two weeks ago, Elon Musk is offering sattelite internet to the Philippines 
intended to help places that arenôt easy to access by the normal channels. 

The Tinoto community is an example of a place that has connectivity issues. 
Weôre going to put up a strong internet signal that the community hasnôt had 
access to before. This will allow me to do my office stuff in community. It will 
allow me to homeschool the kids here again. It will be an attraction for members 
of community as I plan to offer it to them, not for monetary payment, but instead 
as compensation for their involvement in using and developing their own 
language. Included will be listening to Godôs word in their language and 
participating in scripture-based recording projects. 



Pray that this dream would come true. Pray for our perseverance. Pray for a 
gospel witness to radiate as well from our community center. Pray for good 

vision. 

Here is a bit of irony, Ruth is almost done with the book of Nehemiah (and Ezra 
too) in which Nehemiah is called by God to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. He 
faces quite a bit of opposition. His response is to be courageous and face it with 
prayer. That is an example of how we can learn and be encouraged from all 
scripture, both Old and New Testament. 

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED PRAYERS! 

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 
 

LETõS MEET THE MOWERS 

Thank you to all the mowers that make our grounds look neat and orderly. 
 

Team 1: Jeff & Donna edelen  

 

Team 2: don elbert & jack smith  

 

Team 3: greg  & sherry Flugum  

 

Team 4: steve & Jan abele  

 

Team 5: danny lenz & joel showalter  

 

Team 6: matt keel & bill keel  

 

Team 7: randy stensrud & randy hanna  

 

Substitute: devon snitzer  

 

Trimmers: bobby snitzer & matt 

swanson  

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 
 

APRIL SERMONS & SCRIPTURES  
 

APRIL 2 ND , 2023  

Palm Sunday  

Morning Worship & Holy Communion 

SERMON: PASSOVER 1 

OT Lesson: Exodus 12:24 -30  

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:17 -22  

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 26:17 -30  

 

APRIL 7 TH , 2023  

Good Friday  

Good Friday Service 

SERMON: PASSOVER 2 

OT Lesson: Deuteronomy 16:1 -9 

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 11:23 -32  

Gospel Lesson: Mark 14:12 -26  

 

APRIL 9 TH , 2023  

Easter  

Son-rise Morning Service 

SERMON: PENTECOST 

OT Lesson: Deuteronomy 19:1 -11  

Epistle Lesson: 1 Corinthians 15:1 -8 

Gospel Lesson: Mark 16:1 -8 

 

APRIL 16 TH , 2023  

Second Sunday of Easter  

Morning Worship 

SERMON: KEEP SILENT 

OT Lesson: Acts 5:27 -42  

Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 1:3 -9 

Gospel Lesson: John 20:19 -31  

 

APRIL 23 RD , 2023  

Third Sunday of Easter  

Morning Worship 

SERMON: BE SEPARATED 

OT Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36 -41  

Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 1:17 -25  

Gospel Lesson: Luke 24: 13 -35  

 

APRIL 30 TH , 2023  

Fourth Sunday of Easter  

Morning Worship 

SERMON: BE STRONG 

OT Lesson: Joshua 1:1 -2, 5 -9, 16 -18  

Epistle Lesson: 1 Peter 2:19 -25  

Gospel Lesson: John 10:1 -10  



 


